CHAPTER XX
DEAN SWIFT

JONATHAN SWIFT, the Dean of St. Patrick's
Cathedral, Dublin, fell victim to a joke as ironic as
any he played in life or in his writings. Retiring to
Dublin in a rage when all prospect of the preferment
he coveted was gone, he came to be the idol of the
people he had at first despised. Writing one of the most
savage and bitter satires that was ever intended to
lash the world, he so far failed in his object that the
world, removing from the satire one or two obviously,
offensive passages, has given it to children as a fairy
tale.

Swift was born in Dublin in 1667. He was sent to
school at Kilkenny, and went from there to Trinity
College, Dublin, where he more than once got into
trouble before taking his degree. His first position was
as secretary to Sir William Temple, the famous diplo-
matist, at Moor Park, near Farnham, in Surrey. This
position, with one or two intervals, he held for some
time. Sir William had a fine library, and Swift's first
satire, The Battle of the Books., was written during his
stay. In 1694 Swift took Holy Orders. At Sir WilKam
Temple's house he met Esther Johnson, who drew
out from him, as no other human being quite succeeded
in doing, the tenderness which made one side of his
restless and suspicious nature. The Journal to Stella,
which he was often writing side by side with bitter